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Cold cases heating up Two Salem cases among those targeted by NH's new crime unit 


By Jarret Bencks�jbencks@eagletribune.com 


Two teenagers paddling a canoe found Melodie Stankiewicz's body floating in Captain's Pond in 1975. Nearly 35 years later, how her body ended up in the Salem pond and who is responsible for the 27-year-old's death are still unknown. 


Stankiewicz's case is one of more than 100 unsolved cases now the responsibility of the state police's new cold case unit. 


The unit, which consists of three investigators and prosecutor Will Delker, was created through legislation last year and took form late in 2009. 


The unit will look at unsolved cases that are at least a year old. But some of the cases have been on the shelf for as long as 40 years. Unit investigators are in the process of combing through New Hampshire's unsolved murders, suspicious deaths, and missing persons cases in search of new leads and evidence that can be better utilized with modern technology. They are looking for witnesses who may have been reticent at the time, but are now ready to talk, Delker said. 


"Witnesses think they don't want to get involved and don't want to say anything," Delker said. "We want people to know these cases haven't been solved and we want that information." 


Tim Burke, a former Suffolk County prosecutor, is convinced Stankiewicz was one of the victims of an unsolved series of serial killings of Boston women in the 1970s. And he thinks he knows who did it, too. 


Burke has written a book, "The Paradiso Files," in which he argues that a man named Lenny "The Quahog" Paradiso killed more than half a dozen women who went missing from Boston's old red light district, known as the combat zone. 


In 1974, Paradiso was caught by police in Andover trying to rape a hitchhiker he had picked up in Boston. He was convicted of the crime, but was free on bail while he appealed the decision. Between September 1974 and July 1975, three young women were reported missing from the combat zone. Their bodies were eventually found in locations near the scene of the Andover attempted rape. Each one was a little farther north along Interstate 93, and each killing was a little more gruesome, Burke said. 


"It was almost like a taunt," he said. 


Stankiewicz was the third of the killings. Her nude body was found floating in the pond, with 28 stab wounds to her torso. She went missing on June 27, three days after Paradiso found that his appeal was denied and he had to surrender by July 1. 


Paradiso had a previous conviction for kidnapping and raping a woman from the combat zone in 1970. That, combined with similarities in physical abuse between the attempted rape and the murder victims, has convinced Burke that Paradiso was responsible for the slayings. 


Paradiso was convicted of murder in a separate case in 1982 and given a life sentence. He died of testicular cancer in prison in 2008. Still, Burke would like to see Paradiso held accountable for the other killings, and he praised the formation of the new cold case unit. 


"I think it's terrific," he said. "Anybody who's lost a child, a sister, a mother, has a need to understand exactly what it is that happened. No matter how painful." 


John Pond was 19 when he was shot by a Lawrence police officer and paralyzed in 1984. Pond's name stayed in the headlines for years. He was taken to trial, where they found he didn't shoot at police first, then he sued the city of Lawrence, the police chief and two officers for $36 million. He was awarded $200,000. 


Evidence from his case that was mishandled by police contributed to the firing of Lawrence police Chief Joseph Tylus in 1988. Pond was confronted by Lawrence police again in 1988, when he was in the Lawrence streets with a tear gas gun. 


Pond was found stabbed to death in his Arthur Street home in Salem in 1990. 


Salem police have had suspects in the case from the beginning, but haven't brought any charges yet. 


"We've always had suspects, the question has been gathering enough evidence to make a case against those suspects," police Capt. Shawn Patten said. "We continue to work the case diligently and try to bring it to a successful conclusion." 


Salem Sgt. Jim Chase has been working on the John Pond case and other cold cases in Salem. He's sorted through piles of old paperwork and evidence that may have been useless at the time, but carries a lot of value now, he said. 


"They collected evidence that included blood samples, but they couldn't do anything with it back then," Chase said. 


Delker said the unit aims to have at least one case solved — and an indictment issued — by the end of this year. There are many more cases he believes are close to being solved, he said. 


"Many of these cases could be worked if we had unlimited resources," Delker said. "But we don't." 





